
 
 
 
Dear MIC-interested or affiliated colleagues, 
 
The challenge caused by Microbiologically Influenced Corrosion (MIC) is a long known issue. Although many 
findings have been made in recent years, there seems to be only little or even no practical solution to the 
problem in sight. Through our recent activities in the European MIC Network, such as the online workshops 
and webinars, it has become clear that one thing is particularly important in order to make progress in the 
combat against MIC: Communication and exchange of knowledge and ideas - between industry and 
academia, between scientific and technical disciplines and between geographical locations globally. 
Research on MIC is conducted by different disciplines without connection to each other. Due to the lack of 
contacts between academic researchers and industrial operators, the research is often only one-sided. 
Knowledge is gained but has just limited added value. We would like to change this and bring the key actors 
together. Research should be directed and conducted in a meaningful way. Industry and plant operators 
should be able to speak openly about their challenges without being publicly exposed.  
 
In order to achieve this, a trustful interaction is a prerequisite. For this reason, we, BAM and VIA University 
College, are in the process of preparing a COST Action application to enable this communication and 
international exchange.  
 
This letter serves to identify individuals, institutes and companies who welcome this exchange and who 
would like to be involved in the COST Action application progress as a co-applicant. Not everything is set in 
stone yet and any changes or suggestions are more than welcome at this point. According to the planning 
so far, the following points will be considered the most important topics to combat MIC, and will be 
covered financially by COST Action: 
  
- Meetings between different actors, establish contacts and build up a MIC community, to build a basis of 
trust 
- Discuss future projects, concretize the main aspects around MIC and develop a research agenda  
- Summer Schools, workshops and training of personnel in microbiology and corrosion science  
- Discussions about improvement of the affected infrastructure structure and materials  
- Development of a common MIC test procedure 
- Exchange of pre-results not intended for the public domain at first stage of the procedure, ideas and 
innovative solutions for mitigating MIC  
- Explore how novel MIC Research can help fulfill several of the SDG’s defined by the United Nations 
 
If you are interested in such a joint project proposal and would like to be involved as a co-applicant, please 
give us your feedback. The COST Action application has the goal to lead to a more profitable, secure and 
insightful interdisciplinary cooperation. The application deadline is October 29, 2020. Find more 
information under: https://www.cost.eu/funding/how-to-get-funding/open-call/  
 
Also, if you are not the right focus point for this application - then please forward it to individuals in your 
close and trusted network, who might find the COST Action scope and idea of interest. Thanks in advance! 
 
 
 
With kind regards 
Torben Lund Skovhus, Özlem Özcan, Björn Meermann and Andrea Koerdt 
 


